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From the
Editorial Team

Dear Readers, 

We would like to extend our
heartfelt gratitude for the
overwhelming response for our
August Edition and the
Independence Day event.  
In this month, Sydenham Alumni
Cell also conducted a virtual
interaction with our Alumni, Mr.
Rajiv Podar.  
The September Edition covers a
plethora of articles on topics ranging
from Ganesh Chaturthi to Kemp's
Corner Nostalgia to Paralympics and
much more. From this edition, 
we have also introduced a separate
section specially for our students
which will be including book
reviews, articles on topics that will
increase their knowledge, help them
prepare for interviews and enhance
their skills etc. 
Do feel free to reach out to us, also
don't forget to share the newsletter!
We hope you like the newsletter as
much as we do. 

Happy Reading!

8. The Power of Goals
“…It was Conrad Hilton the founder
of the world-famous Hilton chain 
of hotels who said, “Success is made
to order.” He was right – for an achievement is a
sum total of many things – talent, aptitude,
knowledge & desire”

- Mr. Nikhil Desai 

2.  Virtual Interaction with 
Mr. Rajiv Podar
“…He spoke about many points right from his 
experience in the college to the things we 
experience now, rendering us quality guidance and insight.”

4.  India’s special 19 create 
history at Paralympics
“…In an epoch-making effort at the Tokyo 
Games, India's Paralympian’s created history, 
winning an unprecedented 19 medals, including
 five gold, to finish 24th overall – the highest ever.”

11. International Literacy Day
“…International Literacy Day is an 
occasion to consider and explore how 
new and successful philosophies and 
teaching techniques may be used in 
adolescent and adult literacy programs to
combat the pandemic and even beyond.”

7.  Book Review of ‘The
Ingenious Banker to 

the Poor’
“…Muhammad Yunus' Banker to the Poor
recalls how he chose to transform his life to
serve the poor of the globe. In it, he describes
the intellectual and spiritual journey leading
him to revise the economic connection between
rich and poor, and the difficulties experienced
by him and his colleagues in establishing
Grameen.”

3. Cybersecurity and
responsible data use – critical
issues for a digitizing world

“…As the world remains on the path of aggressive
digitization, post-COVID, attention is rapidly shifting to
Cybersecurity and Responsible Data use. Data sets are being
created and are moving economic activity in a completely
different way.”

- Mr. Shailesh Haribhakti 

1. Ganesh Chaturthi Article   
Ganesh Chaturthi or Vinayaka Chaturthi is a 
10-day grand celebration that is commemorated 
with a lot of zeal and fervor.

10.  Nostalgic 
Memories of the Past

“…Colaba was a lovely place to live in during
the ’60s, 70’s and 80’s. Sparkling clean roads.
They were cleaned by the BMC with water
every day. Luscious old big trees, providing
shelter to the flats of old buildings.”

5. Virtual Independence Day
Celebration Report 

“…The students organized this illustrious program which
embodies sportsmanship and encourages all towards a better
India. The event received a lot of recognition and admiration
from the audience.”

9.  Kemp’s Corner Nostalgia
“…Though classic haunts such as the Irani
restaurant have disappeared, this palm-fringed
boulevard has a great deal of beauty — from St
Stephen's Church to the Parsi Doongerwadi,
from India House (of the Air India hoarding) to
the shop-crusted Chinoy Mansion. Kemp & Co.,
a prescription pharmacist in a roofed shop,
named Kemp's Corner.”

6. Ageism Revisited

- Mr. Virjanan Mullo 

“…Let us reframe the aging process, build a
bridge and create a truly intergenerational society.
Children should be taught the concept of the life
cycle with positive images of old age."
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  Dr. Muhammad YunusDr. Muhammad Yunus

Dr. Muhammad Yunus is a
Bangladeshi banker and economist.
He previously was a professor of
economics and is famous for his
successful application of microcredit-
the extension of small loans given to
entrepreneurs too poor to qualify for
traditional bank loans. Dr. Yunus is
also the founder of Grameen Bank. In
2006, Yunus and the bank were
jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
"for their efforts to create economic
and social development from below." 

He has also received several other
national and international honours.
Dr. Yunus is one of the founding
members of Global Elders, a group of
public figures noted as elder
statesmen, peace activists, and human
rights advocates whose goal is to
solve global problems by using
"almost 1,000 years of collective
experience" to work on solutions for
seemingly insurmountable problems
like climate change, HIV/AIDS, and
poverty, and "use their political 

independence to help resolve some of
the world's most intractable conflicts." 

Book Review of 
The Ingenious Banker to the Poor

Dr. Muhammad Yunus is that rare thing: a profound visionary. His aim is to
completely wipe away the world's poverty. In 1983, Yunus founded Grameen, a
bank dedicated to giving little loans to the poorest of Bangladesh despite the
recommendations of banking and government officials. Grameen Bank is
presently providing over $2.5 billion in micro-loans to over two million rural
people in Bangladesh based on the conviction that credit is a fundamental human
right, not the privilege of a wealthy few. 94% of Yunus customers are women and
the payback rate is around 100%. Globally, Grameen-inspired micro-lending
initiatives thrive with more than 300 programs in the United States alone.

Muhammad Yunus' Banker to the Poor recalls how he chose to transform his life
to serve the poor of the globe. In it, he describes the intellectual and spiritual
journey leading him to revise the economic connection between rich and poor,
and the difficulties experienced by him and his colleagues in establishing
Grameen. It also offers intelligent, high-spirited counsel to all those who want to
join him, so that one day our children visit the museum and ask them how we
would have permitted such an awful thing to last so long. 

Dr. Yunus proved that it is possible to lift the poorest out of poverty. He opened the eyes of bankers who stick with the
idea that lending could happen only when collateral is secured. His experience illustrates the private sector is not only for
the greedy but also for social-minded individuals. 
We would encourage students and adults to give this book a read as it will help in establishing the idea that businesses can
be used for social benefit without exploiting the impoverished while reaping profits.

Banker to the Poor is a necessary and inspirational reading for anyone interested in economics, public policy,
philanthropy, social history, and business.
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Education is one of the most crucial components of a person's
intellectual and psychological growth. Being educated and well-
informed allows us to progress and leads to a more secure existence.
The major goal of International Literacy Day 2021 is to promote this
idea.

Every year on September 8, International Literacy Day is celebrated to
remind people that literacy is the most significant part of their life.
Individuals need literacy and education to flourish and build a
sustainable world, however many individuals in the twenty-first
century lack fundamental literacy skills.

International Literacy Day is an occasion to consider and explore how new and successful philosophies and teaching
techniques may be used in adolescent and adult literacy programs to combat the pandemic and even beyond.

The COVID-19 issue has wreaked havoc on the education of children, teenagers, and adults on an unimaginable level. It
has also exacerbated pre-existing disparities in exposure to meaningful literacy development opportunities, affecting 773
million non-literate children and adults disproportionately.

HISTORYHISTORY  
The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) designated September 8 as International Literacy Day to raise
awareness and educate people about the significance of literacy as a subject of
integrity and human rights. At the World Conference of Ministers of Education
on the Eradication of Illiteracy in Tehran in 1965, the concept of an
International Literacy Day was created. In 2015, this day was also designated
as part of the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals program.

THEME FORTHEME FOR    20212021
For over two years, the world has been afflicted by a global pandemic caused by
the COVID-19 virus, and education and literacy have been severely impeded as a
result. UNESCO has declared that International Literacy Day 2021 would be held
under the subject "Literacy for a Human-Centered Recovery: Narrowing the
Digital Divide" to help narrow the education gap.
According to the United Nations' website, International Literacy Day 2021 will
concentrate on how literacy can help set the groundwork for a human-centered
revival, with a particular emphasis on the interaction of literacy and digital skills
that non-literate children and adults need. It will also look into what makes
technology-enabled literacy learning accessible and engaging in order to ensure
that no one is left behind. It will be a chance to envision modern literacy teaching
and learning, both inside and outside of the context of the pandemic.

INTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAYINTERNATIONAL LITERACY DAY

THE SYDENHAMITE PAGE 20




